Use of recombinant tissue-plasminogen activator in a dog with chylothorax secondary to catheter-associated thrombosis of the cranial vena cava.
A 4-year-old, castrated male Maltese developed cranial vena caval thrombosis and chylothorax following central venous catheterization for treatment of postoperative sepsis. Vena caval thrombolysis was attempted using recombinant human tissue-plasminogen activator (t-PA). Thrombolytic therapy led to an acute reduction in the size of the caval thrombus and was followed by prompt resolution of the chylothorax. Hemorrhage at the entry sites of a jugular catheter and esophagostomy tube placed at the time of treatment was a dose-limiting complication of t-PA therapy in this dog.